Chapter 10
My poisened dog

One night when Billy was camped -aboyt
2 mile north of me. and I was out on ty
open flat country with very little pr,
taction there was a terpible show stop
of real blizzard dementions comming
streight from the north and I togather
with my little dog tried until midnigh
6o hold my herd against the storm but
1t got so vbad that at last T Just had
to let them go and drift with the wing
one reason was I could not hold them a
longer and another thing if Billy was
unable to hold his herd we would have
a mixup but it so happened he had bette
shelter and was able to hold his sheep,

I went back into my camp wagon and
tried to sleep and as soon as it was
iight and the storm had subsided a 1iti
I went after my herd and found them abe
a mile farther south in a sSmall ravine
where they had alittle shelter and appd
ently they were alright with the @Xcep
tion of one that had been killed by cof
otes,I got them back to my camp for tht
storm had subsided a little Just as 1r
Wakefield rode over to see how I was
getting along and had managed during
the storm,then he moved me to a more
sheltered bed ground. Later one day I
Saw a coyote in a trap and as it Jumped =
around I saw the trapper comning in a
small buckboard and as I was goling dow!
that way I stopped to wateh him dispos?
of the coyote and also watched while h¢
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t his traps,first he shot the coyote
een the eyes with a 22 pistol so as
mutilate or disfiger the pelt
placed it in his buckboard then he
2 pilece ofhorse meat about six or
fen. inches across withthe hide attach-
d drove an iron stake about a foot
a half long through the meat and under
1t he placed the.two rings of the
chains and drove the stake into the
nd then he dug a small trench for
ry-the chain in'and a bigger trench
e trap one on the north and one
south side of the bait then he
d the No. 4 steel traps on on either
nd smoothed the ground so as it
appear level,after the traps were
1ly set he dug a small hole on the
nd:'west sides about the same dis=-
away as the traps and put some of
ent composed of dead fish well rot-
h an awful odor in these small
and covered that over too,this ke
ned"will cause & coyobe'smell the
and go to the other side where the
are" So I had learned something
trapping coyotes which later in
. made good use of. ' : :
same trapper though had also used
L t0 get coyotes with and one day
tle prickeared dog came to me add
‘he had found some of the poisen
Bl or he came to me anddlay down in a
ble £it of agony and I could do no-
to help him and my poor little
died at my feet,I sure felt like
" for he was so devoted to me and
. mMe so much and was! a sure true
e Walkefield got me another dog
Was not as good. The way they Had
ing' did not seem to be a very g-
one so Billy and I decided to quit
that time and go down to Wyoming
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Billy had been working longer than T
had so his check was for about three
hundred dollars 'while I had only aboui
elghty dollars comming t6 me,I had
drawed some of my money and bought my
sell some clothes and a bran new blac)
stetson hat of which I was very proud
for in those days a stetson'was consig,
ed highistyle. So when we both quit an
left Spencer we decided to take our t iy
and stop on the way to Wyoming at evem
town and look it over,we would buy a t
ticket from one town to the next some
times and some times we would ride a
train with out buying.a tieket and jus:
before we reached Blackfoot we had got
on to the front of end of apassenger
car and stood on a platform about a for
ob a foot and a half wide with absolut:
1y nothing to hold on to with our hands
and as the train was going at a high
of speed a gust of wind took my Stetso
hat and as I tried to cateh it I came ¢

"near looseing my balance that I shiver
to this day when I think how near I cau
to falling down under those car wheels.

When we reached Blackfoot we went aro

aback street to a store and bought ar
other had. When we arrived in Idaho It
and walked all around the place we cogt
to & saloon where they had just been
cleaning the fRoor with water and it 1
ed nice and cool in there so Billy and
went in to rest for a while,we went oV
to one corner where there was chagrs &
a small table.This saloon was owned by
some Swedish men and we had not sat I
long when in came three round faced o
natured looking sweeds jabering awey UV
the swedish language and one of them !
gded his head in our direction and sail
"Yag unura vim de tvo are hen ie horn?
Yag vil betta de vil Rleka ha litta ar”
te ferchana non ting te atata"
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» swedish spelling is not so good but

s is what he said,"I wonder who those
‘ape over in.the corner,l will bet
v would like a little work to earn
ething to eat” Billy was about my own
ind we both could understand what he
d so I nudged Billy and said,"lets go
p and have a drink and as we appoach-
the bar they looked surprised when I
,"u ne can com ock dricka mad mi
» yag har penga te batala ma."'which 1s
. you can come and drink with me for
ve money to pay with,they were so
en back that they shook our hands and
ghed so much,they would not let us
any drinks at all. ;
le working for the Wood Live Stock co.
got acquainted with the dutchman
who I worked with and Carl had
d Billy if he would come down to Park
in Utah where Mr Wood his relative

ly decided to go down with him when

ceived a letter from my sister Elvira

er husband George Shurtleff who

d me to come to Welser. George and

n by the name of Salling had located

filed on & coal claim jointly and

ge wanted me to locate and file on

adjoining claim jointly with Elvira.

rge: always called her Alice) So I

ged my mind about golrgto Park City

‘When we reached Kermerer again Ibou-

8 ticket to Weiser and Billy got one

‘Park City so we said boodby to each

her and each went his own way. I ar-

ved in Welser about one 1ln the morn-=

and went to the Vendome hotel and

t a room and went to bed.

he next morning I went down and paid

» my room and as there was abarber
near by with two of the blackest
gros I ever saw as barbers,however T
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got into one of the barber chalrs ang
asked for a shave so I would look mor,
respectful when I met George and Alig,
It was all the style in those days t,'
wear stiff linen or celuloid collarg j,
I had one on so the colored man said, |
"Does ye want me te shave ye wid dat
collar on?" so I removed the collar atj
after paying him the fifteen cents he
asked for the shave he told me. where 7
could find George and Alice,it was onl
a short distance to their place and T
soon found them,all T had to do was wa]
one block north and one block east.
They were glad to see me and I certai
was glad to see them and I stayed with
them most of the time for about a full
year. George and I went down to work i,
his claim for he and his partner Saili
had a disagrecment,Sailing was a big w
and & real lazy one,he and George had
some trouble because Sailing would'nt
do his share of the work,Ceorge said,
"A1ll T wanted him to do was to throw s
shovel full of dirt out each time I dii
so they had lef't the hole they had dug
in the side of a hill aboul twenby Iedl
deep which was about one hundred and
fifty yards up from Snake River on the
north side and about twelve miles west
of Weiser,ww had a small tent and one
day when we were working two men who
later we knew as the Doakes brothers
came along and stopped to btalk to us,
they both carried shot guns and said,’
they were hunting rabbdts! they asked !
lot of guestions and left,we had stekd
out the adjoining claim for Alice and’
but we had not filed Bar the Idaho 1law
said we Wwere intitled to sixty days t0
locate a valueblécamount of coal befo |
1t was necessary to file on it,we nev?®
found nor opened up & valuable amount
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oal but we did go to Weiser and

led on the claim and in a short time
yeived work that our fileing was re-
ed when it was sent,to Boilse the

e capitol because some one else al-
y filed on the same piece of land

y found out it was the two Dhekes
was carrying the shot guns and they
never done a lick of work on it any
e. Onc day George was called to some
. of business in Weiser and I was all
16 sleeping in the tent on the ground
¢ we had our roll of bedding and ss }
up in the morning and stepped outside
t infront of the tent was a very long
ile snake,we had made a trench all a=-
1d the tent and placed dirt against
anvas to keep out water in case of
also snaked but in front it was open
he snake perhaps intended to crawl
ithere to my bed and keep me company

I saw and killed it so there was no
ge done and I beleive it was the a
day that I picked up an old news=
3r that had been used as wrapping

r for some of our supplies and hap=-
to see the headlines whlch said,
ig explosion in Park City" and 1t
the names of fifteen men that was
Lled and among them was the name of

¥ Nelson and I was supe it was my

| friend Billy and had I gone with

I too likely would have been among
After digging in the dirty hole
cided to go down to snake river and
- a bath before going to Wedser and
“when I got to Welser my eyes began
ater and my face swelled up until
aterrible sight,did'nt know what

§ until someone told me I had met
Vith poisen oak or poisen Ivey,I

s I got it when I took that bath

' the river. Another time when George

d I wanted to go to Weilaer and a foot
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we decided to walk up about a mile to
a side track on the rail road where i
was possible to flag the passenger tn,
which would stop long enough for wus o
aboard and ride to Weilser,we flagged j
alright and it simply slowed down to
8 stop as we rushed to climb on to thel
Tirst car we saw which popoved to be 1
baggage car with a kind 88§ platform on
the front end with a railing around i:
the engineer thinking we were safe abg
started the train again and when we Lo
Tor the door to enter the ecar there vy
none so all we could do was sit 86111
untll we rode that eleven miles tol Vel
in broad day light and when we got the "
some of George's friends started kiddi
us for bumming our way on the rail rog
When we learned that the Doakes had
ed to take our claim we had a lawsuit
on our hands and had to hire lawyers
cost us a lot of money and onec day Ceo
rge met one of the Doakes on the sido-
walk and an argument started,Doakes wa
a very sbrange bullt man he looked I1ik
an over sized pissant or a bag of gral -
with a band tied around his middle so
in the talk that followed George calle
him a G.D, pissant and a fight started
George was getting the best of it and
had Doakes on his back on the ground
when a policeman pulled them apart and
took them o the justice of the peace
and they were both fined ten dollars @
plece for fighting and disturbeing the
peaces then a few days later as Georgt
was passing the Vendome hotel where |
Salling was loafing and leaning agains
a big support post under the Vendone :
awning and just as George got near he ;
lunged at George and called him a G-Q& 4
son of a biteh because he and the DO%;,q
were working togather against us tryl*
to get that coal claim .

u
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in the police came ang this time
¥ took.only Sailing ang fined him
ntyfife dollars, afew or Georgelsg
ends chipped in and paid the fivrst
dollars for him and soon after that
courts decided in our favor but we
ad spent so much money on the thing
hat we decided spnee we had not even
pund any coal we better give it up the
lea and we never done any more with
3¢ coal mine. One reasmwe thought
here was coal there was because four
had dug a coal mine across the rivep
the opposite bank and had got plenty

ter a while I got a job driving team
r 2 livery stable opperated by Matthews
d Moulton delivering coal and other
ings, and since my team was coal black
was asked to drive the hearse at funer-
8,the team was so used to backing
vy loads of coal so when I tried to

k the hearse they came back with a
and nearly threw the coffin out the
end. {
ber in the summer In frulting time

t a job making boxes and packing
nes for an old man by the name of
her in a packing house or barn
‘later it was my job to carry and s
0ly fourtecn girls with all the dif=-
nt things necessary for packing the
©s such as boxes,crates and paper,
ach time a girl filled her crate
Would call out "ready" then I must
L' over and take the crate to the
‘D ' where the top was nailddon and
1ish her with any other crate to be
2d,these girls stood in along row
she packing bench,maybe forty feet
> 8nd before we had finished the
© had packed and shipped therteen
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rail road cars soms of them going
far away as Liverpool England,
George and Aliece had a homestead .
close to Weiser besides their other
fruilt farm about nine miles east op
therey which they had rented to aman
by the name of 0ldfield. They had Wang,
ed to have a change from farming ang
fruit raising so they moved to Weiser
and was opperating a pool hall ang S1gg)
confectionary store,George was = great
one for new ideas,he thought he coulg
make some money meking and selling oy
cocktails so he ordsred a forty galloy
barrel full orf ketchup and also a supp!
of fresh oysters that wag to arrive ey
week from Seatﬂ&ewﬁahﬁhggton,he bought
a good supply of small wide mouthed ja
and started to make coektails by place
ing about five or six oysters in a jap
and then filled it up with ketchup,or-
coarse these oysters were small and '
and he began to deliver them Govatd N
saloons in town where They went like I
cakes for some time for when some druul
insisted on having more drink when he
had already had enough the bartenders
would suggest they try a new drink and
gave him one of Shurtleff's cocktails,
George had also been a bartender and
had a lot friends both in Welser and
Payette and was very well liked by all
One day George made a deal with a man
for an island in Snake riverp where the
Welser river emtdéd into the snake and
in high water time the VWielser river
forked and part of it going on either
side of this island,it was unsurvayed
land and could'ht sold for want of = )
deed but the man could sell a house al
other improvements and 4% order to hol
the place someone must live on 1%, th%
man gave George a team of horses,a w’
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imd some other things besides the ig-
ad for a piece of George's homestead
nd. George wanted me to live on the
nd in order to hold it and told me
would give me part intrest in if I
d,on the island was a large collect-
on of different sized boats that had
ikely come down the river from some =~
ace up stream,most of them were old
d some very much rotted,onc of these
ough had a very good frame or ribs so
500k 1t apart and bought some new
iber and proceeded to make myself a
and when it was finished it was
ut twenty feet ldng and very narrow
would scoot through the water at a
v fast speed,in the spring of that
ear when the lce broke up somewhere
Wway up above 1t came down in such large
shunks and so many of them that the
siver was a big moving mass from shore
60 shore and sometimes a huge chunk would
end up several feet in the air or it
iight be a boat anyons unfortunate enough
50 get caught in the mess would surely
perish. After the ice had quit floating
n and the. river still very high I used
0 watch the river which I could see
Or a mile or more up stream and each
ime I saw something bobbing up and
wn in the water,generally a log of
ood fire wood I would get in my boat
d go up and meet 1t and if it was a
od log I would fastes it to my boat
th a hook fastened to0 a rope ang pull
T the shore, I generally landed it
in a sort of eddy or still water by the
island where I fastened it to trecs
that grew on the shore,however one day
I hooked on to a sort of framework made
f real hewyy plank,it was about ten
et wide ard twenty feet long but the
ing displaced so much water that I was
able to land at the island and it took
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me about a half mile below before I
could fasten it to the shore but When
I di land it I went and got the tean
and wagon and after knocking it to Dig
ces I had a good wagon load of wood g,
it. altogather I collected several Log
. of wood for George. Later in the Sprin
when lr Olfield his renter wanted to
leave as his lease was up Geprge wanty
me: to go up to his fruit farm and ta,
care of things but said nothing abous -
my part of the island so I went up thg
and went to work cleaning the aceumul;
ed manure from the stables and yards,:
milked the two cows and took eare of
things there,I did not have much money
saved and did not expect any from Geor
because I had stayed with them so loy
A neighbor by the name of Thacker hoi
me he would give me a job for a few &
if I wanted it so I went and worked fo
him but still took care of George's
place but I sent work to George that I
wanted to leave,I know he and Alice di
not like it very much but I wanted to
g0 back home to Wyoming. They both dro
up and made some arrangements so I lef
them and went to Payette and bought a
rail road ticket to Montpelier and {0
there I rode again with the mailman &0
Afton and as we were going up the can
I felt that wonderful cool breese thal
I had not felt ug in the fruit count%
F 596?8 gg@g time with my Mother an’
siste allad put soon was off again’
Cokeville where I got a job with the
Lew Marks sheep outfit where Dave lﬂﬂ
(the same Dave Martin I worked for W*
Miles and Rathburn) was foreman and?
fall I got away up by the north Pinel
lake and one day I let my sheep co 47
near the lake while I went fishingfff
such fishing I never saw before nor




than a half hour ,mean time my herd
1 split into two bunches and I had a
rd time getting them togather again
rrylng those fish and more than once
felt like throwing them away they got
‘heavy,but I didint.
n after that one day Dave came to
camp and asked Mont Russel my camp/ﬁoﬁiﬁ
‘we were going to stay there all winter?
ont told me thdnvwe togather we told
gve we had plenty of feed for the sheep,
weather is fine and more could he
? he answered well,it might be fime
but it might start to snow any time
ad another thing I want youitbo get ready
D We can rush past those poisen medows
1ere so many sheep have been poisened
ly so with his help the next day we
ted down the trail towards Cokeville
d we all including our dogs were all
orn out with that long days work but
3 passed the polson medows with out any
of sheep. When we reached the sep=-
ing corral near Cokeville and the
s were taken out and the herds made
ady for winter range some of us quit
jobs maybe by invitation including
- lelson a rather blg man and a Swede
and he was almost broke and wanted to

11 me a 30-40 winchester rifle with
X magazine for fifteen dollars so
ught it from him. We stayed in Coke-
e for a while and then Pete and I
nt up to Kemmerer togather and there
- met a Jimmie Brabson who was working
r Blar and Hayes from Rock Springs.
mmy had been on a big drunk and spent
his money and was unable to get
en head of horses out of the livery
able because he could not pay the
ed blll,he told Pete and I if we would
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lend him money enough to get his horg,,
out and would go with him to Rockspri,,
he would see to it we got = winter jop!
80 We went with him after paying the £
bill and getting his horses out then |
the three of us started for Rocksprin@
early the next morning,Pete and I werg
very liberal with our money for we We,
going to have & job and everything wag
going to be alright,at Opal T met my ol
friend Al Payne again who had saved hi;
money and got started in the saloon
business and was going fine so of coarg
we all had a few drinks at his bar ang
bought a quart to take with us then we
continued on our way until we arrived
at Green river and although it was loy
after dark Jimmie insisted we go on to
Rock Springs fifteen miles farther and
it was very late when we got there so
Jimmie took us over to Big Jack Ander-
son's saloon where he had rooms and b
beds upstairs so we got a bed and went
to sleep thinking in the morning we
would get & job and go to work but in
the morning we found out that Rlar and
Hays had fired Jimmie and he had gone
away to ride the sheepmen's lease on
the range and we never saw Jimmle agair
and we were almost broke begides in a
strange place with no job,we tried ever
place to get something to do but with
the exception of a few hours here and
there we were out of luck,we explained
our situation to Jack Anderson and he
sald; we could have a bed at his place
as long as we wanted to dnd pay for it
when we went to work bubt we must also
eat so we kept trying and after a very
long time when we both went very hung:’
Pete mat a little Swede like himself
who promised to try to get him a job
with the man he was working for and so
Pete told me as soon as he earned sone
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ney he would help,out but while he

g 8 gone one day a man came to town
N wanted to hire two big men to

O 1p one day only at an oil well pub-
I Wing down caseings and offered $4 .50

day and he finally decided I was

g g enough so togather with another
% n we rode out to the well and after
;? big hard day that lasted until it was

rk the boss paid us the $4.,50 plus
ventyfive cents,saying,"I can't take
back to town as promised but I will
glve you the seventyfive cents and you
n walk down to the siding about a mile
flag the train and pay your way in",
e fellow and I left and as soon as
- were out of sight in the darkness I
the fellow,"You can go down and f
the train if you want but I am go-
to walk to Rocksprings", I needed
: seventyfive cents to badly to give
~away so we both walked nearly all
t back to Rocksprings and as meals
jere only twentyfive cents I had enough
last me for a few days then Jack
erson gave me a job so. I could pay
r my beds by going oubt to a small
nch where hls parents lived to help
em butcher some calves for veal and
cow for beef. This old couple were
oteh and talked with a very heavy br-
e,after we had butchered the cow and
he old man was taking out the interals
he old lady stood and watched and would
hout, "B, gud mun ye cut a gus".
Shortly after that I again was flat
oke and as I lay in my bed one morn-
g wondering how I could get enough
0 buy my braakfast with I happenédto
©0k in another room as the door was
jar and to my surprise I saw a twenty-
W five cent piece under a bed and I was
SN0t long getting it and another dime too
% ' The room had been used by a rail road
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employee who had been called to worl:
in the night and apparently dropped
those two coins unawares.

shortly after that one evening I
was in the saloon with some others Whe,
all at once Docter,the health officen
came in and shouted,"Don't let any ong
in or out of thia place,you have smal)
pox in here, "I want you all taken up i
the pest house," Jack Anderson phoned
his wife who insisted he come home ang
be quarantinedd there where she could
take care B0rhim,So Docter Reed agrecg

"but the rest of us were taken to the

pest house which was about one hundred
yards above the hospital and for about
six weeks I did get something to eat,
not aa much as I wanted because they
tioned us but I got along and broke ou!
all over my body so thick that one coul
not place a dime on me anywhere withou!
touching one of the bkisters or pox:-,
there was eight of us altogather besid
the janator and one of the poor guys
died there.

Shortly after I was put in the pest
house someone brought Pete in to the
hospital suffering with rhumatism whezt
he remained for a long time..

In the pest house we had as janator 2
fellow by the name of Angus McDougle
who had had the small pox years befort
and he sure showed 1t as his face was
marked very plainly from i1t,he.was a
very good -janator and would not allow
any of us to touch the dishes or anytlh!
that might help spread the. disease,a
japanese would bring our meals up fron
the hospital and leave 1t on a special’
ly made platform near the gate,the jan
ator would get 1t from there and after
we had eaten it the janator would WaS?T
and fumigate them and return them to ¥
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orm and the Japanese would come o
n and get them. Iir lcDougle did
stay with us very long and was re-
eed with another fellow by the name
parney licCabe who was altogather
rant,he would get the patients
elp him wash the dishes and almost
_evening he would get ready and
lown town and he had a small female
zhat went with him and very often
- would follow him back,one day he
some of the patients to help him
one of these stray dogs into .the
‘house and there they tiled a tin
lled with rocks to its tail and
ied him loose outside,round and round
ent and at last headed directly to=-
8¢ the hospital and the tie post
e Docter Reed's horse with buggy
tied and if the horse had not been
securely it would have certainy
away,for a while the dog lay quite=-
der the buggy until the Docter
outs I don't know what he thought
‘who he suspected much less us at the
8t house but he gulckly release the
from the tin can. Barney come in
ughing and said,"he sure made some
od time" Yes I Sald "And he fay also
1p spread small poxn As & layedn my
i in the pest house thinking things
By I promised myself If I ever get
11 again and get out of here I will
a.job and stay with it and stop
is foolish way of spending money and
last the day came when they released
and fumigated me and my belongings
nd turned me loose and when I started
lown the road to town I felt so good
hnat 1f a jack rabbit had challenged
16 to afoot race I surely would have
aken him on,I think with all the puss

nd corruption that had come out of my
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system with those blisters made me rg



